Painting Plan and Order of Operations
Concept and Composition
Define the subject, the mood, and the single focal point before you mix paint. Sketch a two-value notan to confirm the design is strong in light and dark.
Subject / reference: ________________________________
Mood in one word: ________________________________
Focal point location: ________________________________
Notan verdict (strong / weak): ________________________________
Format and size: ________________________________
Value and Color Key
Plan the four big value shapes and the dominant color temperature. Note which colors carry your strongest chroma and where they go.
Lightest light: ________________________________
Mid-light: ________________________________
Mid-dark: ________________________________
Darkest dark: ________________________________
Color temperature dominance: ________________________________
Where peak chroma sits: ________________________________
Order of Operations Checklist
Work the painting general-to-specific and thin-to-thick, ticking each stage as you go: tone ground, sketch big shapes, block darks and mid-values, build lights, adjust relationships, refine edges, add thick highlights and details last.
Ground toned: ________________________________
Big shapes sketched: ________________________________
Darks and mid-values blocked: ________________________________
Lights built: ________________________________
Relationships adjusted: ________________________________
Edges refined: ________________________________
Highlights and details added: ________________________________
