Story Beat & Pitch Brief
Project Premise
State the controlling idea in one sentence and the goal of the piece. This is the line you open your pitch with and the test every shot must pass.
Project title: ________________________________
Controlling idea (one sentence): ________________________________
Goal of the piece: ________________________________
Target runtime: ________________________________
Aspect ratio: ________________________________
Platform: ________________________________
Beat Map
List the essential beats in order. Each beat is one moment of change. Keep the list short enough to fit on one row of index cards.
Beat 1 + feeling: ________________________________
Beat 2 + feeling: ________________________________
Beat 3 + feeling: ________________________________
Beat 4 + feeling: ________________________________
Beat 5 + feeling: ________________________________
Inciting incident: ________________________________
Climax: ________________________________
Resolution: ________________________________
Pitch Script
Draft the narration you will perform over the board. Mark where to slow down and where to move fast. Rehearse aloud and time it.
Opening line: ________________________________
Slow-down beats: ________________________________
Speed-through beats: ________________________________
Closing line / call to action: ________________________________
Anticipated question 1 + answer: ________________________________
Anticipated question 2 + answer: ________________________________
Style & Reference Note
Record the look, references, and constraints so a crew or animator can match your intent during the handoff.
Visual style / look: ________________________________
Reference frames or films: ________________________________
Colour or lighting notes: ________________________________
Constraints (budget, location, length): ________________________________
