Vocal Mix Final Checklist
Before You Bounce
Confirm the technical fundamentals are in place before exporting the mix. Mark each item complete and note anything that needs another pass.
Gain staged to -18 dBFS RMS: ________________________________
No clipping on the vocal or master: ________________________________
High-pass filter set and low rumble gone: ________________________________
Two or three subtractive EQ cuts only: ________________________________
Presence and air boosts gentle and musical: ________________________________
Dynamics and Sibilance
Verify the vocal is controlled but natural and that sibilance is tamed without a lisp.
Two-stage compression, each a few dB of reduction: ________________________________
Compressed vocal sounds steady, not crushed: ________________________________
De-esser placed after compression and tone EQ: ________________________________
No lisp from over-de-essing: ________________________________
Space, Layers, and Automation
Check that depth, width, and the final automation pass make every word land in context.
Reverb and delay on sends with EQ-filtered returns: ________________________________
Doubles panned wide and below the lead: ________________________________
Ad-libs placed in the gaps, pushed back: ________________________________
Volume automation rides every buried word: ________________________________
Final chorus lifted for energy: ________________________________
Every lyric intelligible against the full mix: ________________________________
Referenced at matched loudness and checked on multiple systems: ________________________________
