Value Plan and Composition Worksheet
Subject and Value Plan
Before painting, state the subject in one sentence and design the picture as three big values. Squint at the scene until detail drops away and only light and dark shapes remain.
Subject in one sentence: ________________________________
Dominant value (mostly light / mid / dark): ________________________________
Lightest area location: ________________________________
Darkest accent location: ________________________________
Mid-tone areas: ________________________________
Composition
Place the horizon and focal point off-centre and find a path for the eye. Sketch a small three-value thumbnail beside these notes.
Horizon placement (one-third from top / bottom): ________________________________
Focal point location (near which third intersection): ________________________________
Lead-in line (path / river / fence): ________________________________
What to simplify or leave out: ________________________________
Depth Planes
List your distance planes from far to near and note how each shifts in temperature, value, and detail to build aerial perspective.
Far plane (palest, coolest, no detail): ________________________________
Middle ground: ________________________________
Near ground: ________________________________
Foreground (warmest, darkest, sharpest, most texture): ________________________________
