Prosody and Rhyme Checker
Prosody Line Check
For each line, mark the natural word stresses and the melody's strong beats, line them up, and rewrite the words (not the tune) wherever they clash so the lyric sings the way it is spoken.
Lyric line: ________________________________
Marked word stresses (e.g. HAP-py): ________________________________
Melody's strong beats / downbeats: ________________________________
Stress clashes found: ________________________________
Syllable count vs notes in the phrase (cramming or stretching?): ________________________________
Rewritten line that fits: ________________________________
Rhyme Family Worksheet
When the perfect rhymes for a key word are all cliches, trade down the rhyme dial to keep the binding while freeing the meaning.
Line-ending key word: ________________________________
Perfect rhymes (note any cliches): ________________________________
Family rhymes (same consonant family): ________________________________
Additive or subtractive rhymes (add/drop a consonant): ________________________________
Assonance rhymes (matching vowel only): ________________________________
Chosen rhyme and why it is fresh and natural: ________________________________
Rhythm and Phrasing Notes
Shape the rhythm of a section so it grooves on the page, varying line length and placing breaths and pickups on purpose.
Section (verse / chorus): ________________________________
Long-setup vs short-payoff line pattern: ________________________________
Breath and rest placements: ________________________________
Downbeat starts vs pickup starts: ________________________________
Where the section grooves and where it stumbles over a bare beat: ________________________________
